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Happy Valentines day!



Delivering the NPA

• Assessment standardisation/ verification
• Examples of best practice
• SBA International young beekeepers

• Resources. (Dave Kearns)

Lorraine Johnston



Assessment standardisation/ verification

Verification can be
• within your school, science/ biology 

teacher.
• another N5 beekeeping teacher close by.
• an arranged group / area meeting.
• This year Ray and I met at Kelso high school 

and cross marked at the bee health day.
• Both schools have a verification policy to 

follow.



Assessment standardisation/ verification
Standardisation
Meeting to agree standards for passing N5 NPA

Issue:- We are spread out around Scotland. 
Solutions:-Meeting will need to be central and funded.

Issue:- There are many varied ways of assessing. Standardising all 
these ways may be difficult.
Solution:- We standardise one way as an example.

Issue:- There are no pre-verified assessments or examples or a 
description of the standard.
Solution:- It may be a good idea to commission a small group to 
do this.



Sba/teachers meeting Friday 21st

National 5 Beekeeping meeting Friday 21st February. 10-3.30. 
SSBKA Beespace nr Dumfries 

Directions, see map below 
https://www.southofscotlandbeekeepers.co.uk/
BeeSpace Training Apiary 
Killylung, Holywood
Dumfries. DG2 0RL 
Please contact Lorraine Johnston to confirm 
your attendance at lorrajohn@hotmail.com

https://www.southofscotlandbeekeepers.co.uk/
mailto:lorrajohn@hotmail.com


Keep it simple, 
use pictures/images/posters as evidence 

Best practice



Share examples of checklists

Use checklists 



Working with other departments



STEM/Bee Heath Day. RHET
Use events as evidence



Bee Farmers. SBA. Tony Harris, Ann Chilcott

Get the experts in



SBA, SSBKA, BBKA, Experts

beekeepers & organisations



Fundraising. Local businesses. Other schools 
Politicians Raise Awareness.

Community events



Share examples of multiple choice

How many queens usually live in a bee colony? 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

How many days does the egg stage last? 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

How many wings does a bee have? 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

How does the bee carry the pollen back to its colony? 

 In its body 

 On its front legs 

 On its middle legs 

 On its rear legs 

Which organ prevents the nectar collected, being 
passed through into the bee’s digestive system in order 
that it can be regurgitated back at the hive? 

 Honey bladder 

 Gut 

 Proventriculus valve 

 Gullet 

Use multiple choice 



Share Ideas & Evidence

Raise awareness
https://www.itv.com/new
s/border/2019-06-
03/watch-border-life/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programm
es/p06bjxhf

https://www.itv.com/news/border/2019-06-03/watch-border-life/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06bjxhf


Keeping good records
Hive records



Worker Bees
Warning

Beekeeping is 
addictive.

Workload issues are a 
huge concern!



SBA Junior exam
There is no requirement for the 
candidate to be a member of the SBA 
however to sit the Junior Beekeeper 
Examination the candidate shall have 
reached their 10th Birthday but not yet 
their 16th birthday on the 1st of January 
of the year during which the examination 
is to be taken. 

Apply online for your examination, or by 
post, complete the Exam Application 
Form and send it with the appropriate 
Fee to the Education Officer.

If students have already 
completed and passed the 
junior or adult basic exam 
you can use this for 
evidence for learning 
outcomes for n5. See RPA 
document for details.



International Meeting of Young 
Beekeepers 2019

July 3 - 7, Banska Bystrica Slovakia, 



Teams
An IMYB team 
Three young beekeepers and two accompanying adults.
The adults take no part in the competition.

Team  Scotland
An anonymous donation was made to the SBA to fund an IMYB team.
Three team members, one reserve and two accompanying adults.

2012  First Team Scotland, from Carrick Academy, venue Prague, Czech Republic.
2017 one team member, from Edinburgh, venue Marlborough, England.
2018 a full team from Edinburgh, Tarland and Lanarkshire, venue Nerac, France.
2019 a full team from Tarland and Annan, venue Banska Bystrika, Slovakia.



Team members need at least basic beekeeping skills



This is what we’re looking for in Team members

Enthusiasm and commitment.

Being a member of the SBA, either a junior member or a family member.

Fitting the age range stipulated by IMYB, 12 and over, but not yet 18, by the date 
of the Meeting.

Having at least the SBA Young Beekeepers’ Certificate or the SBA Basic 
Beekeeping Certificate or equivalent, or be ready to take a basic beekeeping 
exam.

Extra - entertainment skills useful. 



Get- together day & RHS
Team members live all over Scotland so meeting up isn’t easy, travel 
equals time and expense. 

‘Meet up’ and tutoring opportunities -

A ‘GoTo’ meeting 

A BHIP Bee Health Day

The Royal Highland Show

A ‘get together’ day

On-going beekeeping teaching and mentoring, and support from parents



Presentations



IMYB Young Beekeeper of 2019. Do you have a 
winner for 2020?



anges.

Sharing resources
Guidance & resources are available from our 
shared resources
Glow =  https://outlook.office365.com/owa/grp-
national5beekeeping@glowschools.org.uk/grou
psubscription.ashx?action=join&guid=15c0c6ef-
93cd-42af-8e5c-3072a77eb4d3

N5 Facebook group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/233222100
785617/

An updated version of Unit HP9R 45 
‘Beekeeping: Practical Skills’ has 
been published.
The full revised Unit is now available:

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files/nq
/HP9R45.pdf

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/grp-national5beekeeping@glowschools.org.uk/groupsubscription.ashx?action=join&guid=15c0c6ef-93cd-42af-8e5c-3072a77eb4d3
https://www.facebook.com/groups/233222100785617/
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files/nq/HP9R45.pdf


The end! Thank You. Walking on sunshine

https://www.bbc.c
o.uk/programmes/
p06cdw6s

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06cdw6s
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